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1. Petitioner(s) are appealing the Postal Service' s Final Determination concemrng
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/¡125€/ Post office. The Final Determination

(date)

2'Inaccordancewithapplicablelaw,3gU.S.C.$404(dX5),thePetitioner(s)request
the postar Regulatory commission to review thé postal se.iice's'deìermination on the basis of

the record before theþostal service in the making of the determination.

3. Petitioners: Please set out below the reasons why yoLl believe the Postal service's

Final Determination should be ,.u",,J and returned to he Postal Service for further

consideration. (see pages of the Instructions for an outline of the kinds of reasons the law

requires us to consider.) Pleas. b. ur.rpårif* ;t po.':iblt,i Please continue on additional paper if

you need -or. ,p* and uttath the additional page(s) to this fon
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Office of the Secretary
Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 200

Washington, DC 20268
13 January 20L2

Re: Docket No.42012-98

Dear Shoshana M. Grove:

This brief is being filed to provide the Commission with arguments to support my

appeal. Appeal 
-Docket 

No. 42012-98. Regarding Docket No. 1366007-60142.

The effect of closing the Post Office in Halsey, Nebraska on the community are

numerous. The coñvenience of a local office and official to handle the incoming

and outgoing mail of a number of senior citizens.

Safety concerns with location of a cluster box as we live on a major highway and

access could be treacherous due to traffic and weather. There is also the weather

hazard if the post Office decides we need to use individual boxes at our homes. If
we need the rural driver, we would have to get to the box in all kinds of weather.

Many of us get our medications delivered by the USPS and the convenience of

indoor delivery and safety with all types of weather is a concern.

The business community has needs that demand immediate attention and most

businesses have the same hours as the USPS. It is convenient to use the local Post

Office, rather than having to close the business to travel to another Post Office.

Meeting the rural carrierlif on a regular schedule) is another drawback as is waiting

for the next day's delivery for supplies.

There is also a public bulletin board in the Post Office that is used frequently.

Regarding the economic savings to the Postal Service from closing our local Post

Offrce. We have one full time Postmistress and one part time employee. Our local

building is rented at a cost of 95,868.00 per year excluding utilities. According to

the paõe I am enclosing the replacement seruice would be $8,918.00 (See

attachñrent). Our routê runs from Thedford, Nebraska; to Halsey, Nebraska; to
purdum, ruébraska (about 60 boxes); and then continues with rural delivery, which

includes the town oi Elsrer", Nebraska. The driver then returns to Halsey and

loads more mail and packages and delivers them to Thedford, Nebraska. I am told

by locals that the toute is tS8 miles per day. If we have a rural carrier and he/she

dôes this route along with the local delivery of the 65 to 75 boxes that are in this
post Office only and-gets paid for his/her time, maintenance on their vehicle and

mileage, I can't see how this would come to only $8,918.00 per year.
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The new proposal also requires the rural driver to stop and do Postal Seruice work.

I feel this would be impossible to do on this route in an B hour day. The only pay

schedule I could find for rural postmasters was dated 2005, but in 2005 ¡t appears

the rural drivers were making more than the estimated $8,918.00 dollars per year

that is said to be our economic savings.

We also have a local United Church of Christ; The Sandhills elementary School; The

Bessey Ranger District of the Nebraska National Forest and Grasslands, which is

open year róund; 2 Construction Companies; One Bar and RestauranU The Halsey

Frontier Inn and Guest House with camp sites; and a 4H Camp and some eBay and

other internet sellers. I believe some of these send metered letters and this wasn't

addressed in the Docket. The Forest Seruice also purchases Money Orders at the

local Post Office. There is sufficient incoming mail to keep a rural driver tied up for

long time spans.

Our local Post Office carries forms, boxes, labels, envelopes and handles nearly

every mailing need for local, regional and overseas delivery.

The historical value of the Post Office is nil as the original was a sod house. The

first Postmaster, appointed 30 November 1887, was Richard Emry.

We were told at our town meeting on June 29,201t that our addresses would

remain the same. How would this happen if we have postal boxes at our homes?

We would have to change our Post Office addresses to our physical addresses.

The Postal Service did nottake into consideration thatthere are2 routes involved in

getting our mail already. This is mentioned above with the route originating at the

fneOfórd, Nebraska Post Office and 18 miles to the Post Office in Halsey, Nebraska.

The other is the contract route in which the carrier actually starts delivering mail to

the Route customers. This fact was not brought out at the original meeting and is

not discussed in the docket.

Arrival time of the Halsey mail is usually in Halsey and in the Boxes at the Post

Office at B:45 AM, ¡f not sooner. If our mail was sorted in Thedford, Nebraska and

then the Rural Carrier had to deliver on the route before she arrived at Halsey and

then stafted to deliver the mail here, it would be much later in the day, if it could be

delivered to all that day at all. This is not mentioned in the Docket either and I feel

it should have been, as it will greatly impair our seruice.

The Halsey Post Office has recently been updated and the interior is handicapped

accessible. The door is not, but it is not unheard of for the Postmistress to open

the door for those in wheel chairs, if not a friendly neighbor. The building itself is

brick and sound and should last for a number of years.

Docket No. A2012-98



There is a new furnace, water puffip, box section and parcel lockers, handicapped

accessible counter line and a new roof which was completed in 2010. The building

should need no major repairs or renovations for years.

The smaller Post Office requires less equipment and our packages still have stamps

on them, which does require the time of the office worker, but must save

considerable money in the financial department.

Has the number of homes, boxes and stops been considered for a rural route and

the number of miles a driver will travel? How many stops would a driver make and

how much time is designated to deliver larger boxes to the door? Does this include

snow days when our roads are closed, yet the mail is still delivered to the main Post

Of¡ce. The condition of our roads, topography, and weather conditions including

snow, wind and flooding should be considered when determining the time schedule

to complete this route safely.

A few homes have been on the market lately and the businesses here hire locally, so

there is a probability that the town population will go up rather than down.

The Forest Seruice, the Double T Bar and Restaurant, the motel and the school are

required to take and send in water samples to the State of Nebraska. These

samples have to be delivered overnight and with the closure other means of delivery

would need to be found.

The local people who get daily papers delivered from Broken Bow and Nofth Platte

and let's not forget the stamp collectors.

The Post Office is like a local meeting place for friends and neighbors who gather

their mail and visit and exchange information.

To provide us with regular and effective service which we in rural areas depend on

for our essential needs. Our Post Office is also on a main highway and being in the

middle of the Sandhills, a number of tourists as well as the campers who use the

Forest Seruice Campgrounds use the Postal Seruices that are available.

We in Halsey feel strongly the maintaining of the Halsey Post Office is reasonable

and important for the success and survival of the community and businesses.

Respectfu I ly Su bmitted,

/
M
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Page Nbr 1

Secüon lV Economlc Savings

A statement of annual savings indudes a breakdotvn as follows:
Postmasler salary (EAS-_, Minimum, no COLA)
Fringe benefits 33.5%

Rental cosls, exduding ulilities

Total annual costs

Less estimated cost of replacement servic€

Total annual savings
Aonø-fe expense of $ 0tÐ will bertas incuned for installation of CBUs and parcel lockers.

ls postmaster salary based on lhe minimum salary without COI¡?
Does postmaster salary rellect the cun€nl offioe evaluation?

Secüon V Other Factor¡

¿ftàotz-øtouÍ Ret DoCf€(No, ALO 2-1 I

$ +atb, Ij

1

$

$

$ <,

The Postal Service has identified no other factors for considerat'ron (if appropriate).
List other factors as appropriate.
Other facfors when replacement service is a CPO.

Summary

The proposal must include a brief summary that explains why the closing or consolidalion is
necessary and an assessment of how those factors suppoling the need for cfiange outweigh any
negetive factors. ln taking competing oonsiderations into account, the need to prov¡de a maximum
degree of efrective and regular service must be paramount.

Noticeg

Appropriate notice is made that this is a proposal and nol a final determinalion. lf a fnal
determination is made to discontinue lhe offtce, information on the appeal prooess wlll be povided
at that time.

Sectlon M

Sectlon Vll

Checklisl Completed By:

Reviewed and Certified By:
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AnAppeal ûothePostal
Regarding Docket #

This lettsr is my appeal regarding the closing of the llalsey, NE 69142
USPS located on themain sbeet of llalse¡ Thomas Co., Nebrasþ 69142.

To whom itnny concern,

As a Senior Citizen ofttralse¡ Nebraska I would like to appeal the closing
of or¡rPost Office. We are ¡ small town of mostly elderþpeople æd we all
use the Post Ofrce. A good nrmber ofus get our medications mailed to üs,
and we get the School and Ch¡¡rch Newsletter's mailed to ru locally, among' other things. I also have a small conputer busíness and would not be able
to continue this is the Local Post Ofrcc tryere closed.

Oru Post Office is also on the main higbway and not on a secondary þâd,
where we would have to go (if and when we did go) to maíl our packages.

I am also disappointed that our docl¡et was not retr¡rned u'ithin the specified
60 days. Yet we are give,n exactly 30 days to e.rçect the closr¡¡e.

Please reconsider as it would be a hardship for or¡r family to drive ûo other
Post offices to get certified nait registered mail, overnight delivery, not to
mention stamps. We do litle bill paying via the computer, personally.

There are also safety and security conoeurs for using outdoor mailboxes and
here they would be on the main highway, which ïuill be hazardous with the
40 MPH limit.

Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New YorkAvs¡rue NW Suite 200
lVashington, DC 20268-0001
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